I08                                     WILLIAM   II

to his accession to the throne. Like his twin brother,
Count Louis Douglas, the Swedish statesman, who until
a few weeks ago occupied the post of minister of foreign
affairs at Stockholm, Count Willie Douglas may be said
to have royal blood in his veins, for his father, old Count
Douglas, now dead, married the morganatic daughter of
a royal princess of the reigning house of Baden. On
the old count's death, William, the elder of the twins,
inherited his mother's vast property, while Louis, the
younger, took possession of his father's estates in Sweden.

William was educated in Germany, is an officer of the
Prussian army, as well as a member of the Prussian House
of Lords: Louis was brought up in Sweden, entered
the Swedish army, became chamberlain to the Crown
Prince of Sweden, married the daughter of Count Ehrens-
ward, late minister of foreign affairs at Stockholm, and
eventually succeeded to his father-in-law's post at the head
of Sweden's foreign office. Like his twin brother in
Prussia, he is exceedingly conservative, imbued with the
necessity of retaining the old feudal prerogatives, and of
placing every obstacle in the way of the rising tide of
democracy. Indeed, whatever influence he exercises over
the King and Crown Prince of Sweden, is as reactionary
as any influence which his German brother may be said to
enjoy over the kaiser.

The Douglas twins are descended from the great Scotch
family of Douglas, and are therefore allied to the Duke of
Hamilton and the Marquis of Queensberry. Their ances-
tors emigrated to Prussia from Scotland at the time of the
Thirty Years' War, fought under Gustavus-Adolphus, and
afterwards returned with him to Sweden, where they be-
came members of the Swedish nobility. Count Willie,
like his brother, displays all the hereditary traits of theely, and she Count Bothobut what he deservedulous forfeits, who it is that struck him !ular school
